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| N O other Apology is neceſſary to be offered for publiſhing the 
following Diſcourſe, than the unuſual Temper of the Times, 
and the general Approbation, with which the Di iſcourſe Was 
honoured by the Clergy preſent at the Vi rfutahon. If it can, in 
the leaſt Degree, prove an Antidote to the pernicious Doctrines, 
which are ſo diligently di iſperſed through the Kingdom, and 
which are intended to ſhake from their Fe oundations, both the 
Civil and Eccleſi aftical Eſiabliſiments, the Author will be ſatis- 
ed. He moſt fincerely hopes, that far more able Advocates 
zoill ari iſe, and uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to prevent the total 


_ Subverfion of good Order in the State by fal lſe W and 
of 1 by NY Infadelity.. 
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| | T CORINTHIANS iii. 19. | | 
« FOR THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD Is FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD.” 


<P 


Ir ſurely ought to add no ſmall Weight to the Senti- 
ment expreſſed in the Text, that the Writer of it poſ- 
ſeſſed an uncommon Share of that worldly Wiſdom and 


worldly Knowledge, which he here teaches the Corinthi- 


ans to deſpiſe. The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles did 


not deride Wiſdom and Knowledge, becauſe he WAS 


himſelf weak and ignorant, as it is well known that he 


was ſkilled in all the Learning of the Times, and his 
Abilities appear through the whole Courſe of his nervous 


and elevated Writings. In various Parts of his Epiſtles, 
ST. PAUL expreſſes the Inſufficiency of Man's Under- 


ſtanding, and the Folly of priding ourſelves in our own 


Acquir C= 


1 


=) 

Acquirements, and in ſuppoſing that our Judgment and 
Penetration can extend to Infinite Comprehenſion. In 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, he tells them; that © Gop's 


Judgments are unſearchable, and his Ways paſt finding 


out.” In another Place, that © when they knew Go, 
they glorified him not as Gop; neither were thankful, 
but became vain in their own Imaginations, and their 


toohſh Hearts were darkened ;—profeſling themſelves to 


be Wiſe, they became Fools.” In many other Paſſages 


he ſpeaks to the ſame-Purpoſe, but particularly in the 


Words immediately following the Text, where he ſays, 


„ The Lord taketh the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs; 


he knoweth the * of the Wale that they are 


vain.” 
Tus we are dn * fling i in the Sight of Gop 


is the profoundeſt Wiſdom Man can boaſt of; how in- 
effectual its Powers without his Aſſiſtance ;—that Humi- 


lity is the trueſt Wiſdom, moſt becoming the Weaknels f 


of Mortality, and the Character of Chriſtians. 


I sHALL proceed to conſider in this Diſcourſe the | 


Danger and Abſurdity, I may add Impiety, of indulging 
ſpeculative Opinions, the real Cauſes from whence they 


* and the bad ee WES: uſually attend them. . 


n | 


» CET . 
3 oy 1 r e 5 
. r 325 5 . WS 2 a f 
e R 8 7 * 3 » 2 —— ANT 32 ** 
22ͤĩâ7“ l otns. : 3 eee S * 
3 & . Fo * 15 K A * 


3 8 6 F 
- Ea . , 3 3 . r — K F 
E : b . n rr EE Few. 
„ 2 B ͤ v TT. EYES 2 
3 4 "SIEGE _ ” I hes . — * r I Wy ee; IN 
N . * 8 * . pr . Ws 
MD Es; 4 22 2 4 8 n N 1 * — < — 
4230S 8 ; : nf 42 e JE ˙ rA ] Ü6s 
AS 3 8 * * N 5 i” NY i 2 
RE. no © eg EM VJ EARL F<. x 3 1 
Z „ 3 


. 3232ͤĩͤĩ?ꝝiẽ1b“ Yn PERF 
— J ͤ ĩðZu TE I 
. 3 Me 
8 har 2 2 5 0 Kae 

1 „%% · . IN 

. eee oel. - 

3 . e eee eee, 1 

. © 0 


n * 
* 
P 
* * y — — 8 3 3 
A 2 NY 4 


* od 
F 


e 
6 Slat a 3 8 
* 3 
e ee 
N 


CLE 
FigsT, Iti is evident that Speculation * does not proceed 
from Men's being deſirous of knowing more, and of 
0 laudably inveſtigating the Truth, but from a vain Opi- 
* nion of the Knowledge they have acquired, and of their 
Ih don Powers to diſcover Errors, to which they think 
* weaker Minds have yielded a blind Submiſhon : They 
> fearch—not to clear, but to confound ; they aim not at 
| 5 convincing themſelves, but at confuting others. The 
Wiſdom that is from above,” ST. James tells us, © is 
pure, peaceable, and gentle;” but in this worldly Wiſ- 
dom there is no Purity, no Gentleneſs, and, inſtead of 
bringing Peace upon the Earth, it brings a Sword. 
Wu Chriſtianity was firſt planted in the World, it 
diſturbed no ſettled Form, made no Noiſe or Commotion, 
but fell like the Dew of Heaven' on a Fleece of Wool. 
The Chriſtian Religion i Is compounded of Mildneſs and 
Benevolence, it makes Men juſt and honeſt, it fills 
their Hearts with virtuous Principles, but not their 


II xis not very eaſy to give, in expreſs Terms, the Maile of the Word Speculation ; yet, 
as I hope this Sermon will be read by Perſons who have not had the Advantages of a very 
liberal Education, I think it neceſſary to explain its meaning as clearly as I can. A Man who 

is a Speculator is perpetually endeavouring to alter the uſual Courſe of Things, and fancies he 

can ſee more clearly than other People ;—he is for ever forming Schemes in his own Brain, 
_ which can never be reduced to Practice ;—and is never ſatisfied, becauſe the Affairs of this , 
World are not conducted in a perfect Manner, which it is abſolutely impoſſible they 15 


ſhould. 
Heads 
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Heads with nice and unmeaning Diſtinctions, it teaches 
Men not to be Troublers of the Wor Id, but to go 
quietly and inoffenſively through it, with as little Noiſe 
and Provocation as poſſible, and ſo to arrive, finally, at 
Peace and eternal Reſt in the Kingdom of Gop\\ 
Ix may juſtly be reckoned one of the greate | | 

ries of this Country, that it was the firſt great Kingdom 
in the World that received the Chriſtian Faith : It had 
alſo the additional Glory of reforming the Errors which 
had crept into the Roman Church, and eſtabliſhing the 

pure and Proteſtant Faith which we profeſs. 
THE Engliſh Reformation was moſt perfect and com- 
pleat in its Kind, as retaining the moſt ancient Doctrine, 
and ſoundeſt Confeſſion of Faith, founded on the Holy 
Scriptures. It was not effected by Tumult and Sedition, 

as (we too well know) moſt Changes are, but by rational 
Perſuaſion, followed by wholeſome Laws. There was 
no Noiſe of Arms, no Clamour, no Diſtreſs; it was the 
moſt moderate and temperate, as being the Reſult of 
' Deliberation and Reaſon, not 'of blind Paſſion, - or an 
Humour of Innovation. Since, then, we have been 
bleſſed with this Reformation, we' ſhould be thankful 
that, like the Dove ſent out from the Ark, we have 


Ei found reſt for our Feet, and, like her, wave the Olive- 
Branch, 
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Branch, as the Emblem of our Peace, and not be for. 
ever wiſhing Change upon . and calling the laſt 


T Reformation. 


THoUcy, in this Country, where Religious and Civil | 


7 Liberty go Hand in Hand, the People in general are too 


ſenſible of their Happineſs not to be jealous of Innova- 
tions, yet it is too evident, that, in the World at large, 


a Spirit of Diſcontent is gone forth, like a noiſome Peſ- 


tilence, to diſturb the Eſtabliſhments of Ages, and to 


| overthrow the Peace and Quiet of long- ſettled and long- 


flouriſhing Governments. This new Philoſophy ap- 
pears, unfortunately, at firſt Sight, as ſplendid and at- 
tractive, as it does falſe and dangerous, when examined | 


by ſound and unprejudiced Reaſon. The Effects that 
this chimerical and ſpeculative Syſtem has on Govern- 
ments, are not proper to be diſcuſſed upon the preſent 
' Occaſion, I ſhall therefore confine myſelf to treat of the 
ill Effects, which it is likely to have on Religion. Let it 
not, however, be imagined, that the Intereſts of Govern- 
ment and of Religion are eventually ſeparate: A Contempt . 
of the one is ever attended by Diſaffection to the other. 
The ſame Impatience of Controul leads Mankind to op- 
poſe Civil Laws, as well as the Precepts of Religion. 
When Men ceaſe to reſpect Religion, Government has 


. loſt 


=). 
loſt its need Safeguard and Protection: as eee 
in Politics, when too far extended, too often ends in 
| Anarchy and Confuſion, ſo Speculation in Religion 
never fails to end in Impiety and Infidelity. 
In the early Days of Chriftianity, a Simplicity of Man- 
ners reigned, which we are now to look for in vain; 
hen People did not © think more highly of themſelves 
than they ought to think,” were contented with the quiet 
Exerciſe of their Reaſon, and did not aim at Diſcoveries 
far beyond its Comprehenſion. They looked upon Sub- 
ordination as neceſſary for the mutual Benefit of Man- 
kind, they did not diſdain todo their Duty chearfully 
in that State of Life unto which it had pleaſed Gop to 
call them; “ they ſearched the Scriptures to ſtrengthen 
their Faith, not to weaken it, they ſearched: the Scrip- 
tures to direct their Conduct, and they were taught by 
thoſe Scriptures to. * ſubmit themſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man, for the Lok p's Sake, to honour all 
h Ss * the Brotherhood, fear Go, honour the 
: K 0 the Age of Humility i is gone — we are now arrived 
at, what may well be deemed, the Age of Speculation. 
Though, indeed, Men in former Times were too fond of 


| the Imaginations of their own fooliſh and darkened 
Hearts, 


| ” 5 


Hearts, they were too apt to leave the plain Track 


which ſound Reaſon would have pointed out to them, 


and to wander in the Regions of Fancy and Imagina- 
tion. From this fatal Cauſe have ariſen. all the Schiſms, 
Hereſies, and Diviſions that have ever diſgraced the 


- Chriſtian Church; one has been of Paul, another of 
Apoll Los,“ inſtead of all uniting together in the Faith of 


CHRIST. But the chief Hereſy, which ariſes from the 
ſpeculative Opinions of the preſent Day, is Unitarianiſm. 


Though Men are not ſufficiently mad to profeſs them-. 


| ſelves Atheiſts, yet many deem a Diſbelief in CHRIST a 
Proof of Wiſdom, and value themſelves upon their ſu- 
perior Underſtanding, becauſe they reje& the Truths of 
our holy Religion. They deny the Divinity of our 


| SaviouR, becauſe they cannot explain the Union of 


che Human and Divine Natures. | 
Ir would take too large a Scope to enumerate, in 
this general Diſcourſe, the Variety of 'Texts which prove 
the DV ky of our Sav 1ouR: It lurely ought to be ſuf- 

ficient 


* Aon the infinite vba of Paſſages i in Scripture, wherein Cunier declares himſelf 
to be Gop, and is declared fo by his Apoſtles, I ſhall ſelect the following.—In the 22d Chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, and 41ſt Verſe, we read, that whilſt the Phariſees were gathered together, | 
Jesvs aſked them, ſaying, © What think ye of CHRIS TH; whoſe Son is he ?” They ſay unto 
—_ „The Son of David. *? He faith unto _ « How then doth David, in Spirit, call | 


B 2 


him 


* . MR... 9. 10 


8 for our en that Gop has expreſsly de- 
clared it. Never can it be deemed Wiſdom in Mortals 
to queſtion the Trüths, which their Maker has been 
pleaſed to reveal to them. But the Pride of Man would 
graſp at every Thing, it ſets itſelf to judge, or rather to 
make childiſh and groundleſs Conjectures, where it has 
no Principles to proceed upon, and to unravel inexpli- 
cable Myſteries. Men will not believe what they cannot 
comprehend, wiltully- eine the great Diſtance be- 


him, Lorp; fig, the Lokp ſaid unto my Lok p, fi ths on my right Hand, till I make 
thine Enemies thy Footſtool?ꝰ If David then call him Loxp, how is he his Son? The 
very firſt Verſe in St. John's Goſpel is alone ſufficient to prove our SAaviour's Divinity. 
In the Old Teſtament, the MEss1An is frequently called the Word. St. John ſays, © In 
the Beginning was the WorD, and the WorD was with Gop, and the WorD was Gop. 
The ſame was in the Beginning with Gop.”—In the 8th Chapter of St. John, and 53d Verſe, 
when the Jews faid, © Art thou greater than our Father Abraham, who is dead, and the 
Prophets are dead, whom makeſt thou thyſelf? Thou art not yet 50 Vears old, and haſt thou 
ſeen Abraham ?” Jesus anſwered, © Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, before Abraham was, I- 
AM.” Here we ſee a poſitive Proof of his Pre- exiſtence, conſequently of his Divinity. In 
the 10th dreh e and zoth Verſe of the ſame Evangeliſt, Ixsus fays, © I and my FATHER 
are ONE.” Here is not only a Proof of his Divinity, but of the myſterious Doctrine of the 
Trinity, or the Unity of three Perſons in one Godhead; which may receive farther Confir- 
mation from the 14th Chapter and 8th Verſe; Philip ſaith unto him, © Lorp, ſhew us the 
FATHER, and it ſufficeth us.” IEsus faith unto him, © Have I been ſo long Time with 
you, and yet haſt thou not known me, Philip? He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen the F ATHER, 
and how ſayeſt thou then, Shew me the FATHER? Believeſt thou not that I am in the Fa- 
THER, and the FATHER in me? Believe me that I am in the FATHER, and the FATHER in 
me.” The Apoſtle Thomas, in the 2oth Chapter of St. John, and 27th Verſe, calls our 
- Saviour, © His Lot and his Gop.” St. Paul, in the 2d Chapter of his Epiſtle to the 
Philippians, ſays, that Jesvs ChRIS＋T being © in the Form of Gop, thought it no Robbery to 
be equal with Gop.”——1 hope I have offtred a ſufficient Number of Texts fully to confute 
* Doctrine of Unitarianiſm. T WF „ 1 5 
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_ tween their finite Underſtandings, and the infinite Wiſ- 
dom of Gov, and not diſtinguiſhing the Difference be- 

_ tween Faith and Sight. Faith is a Belief in thoſe Things 

which we cannot underſtand, and which would have 

been for ever hid from us, unleſs Gop had-been pleaſed 

to reveal them to us. It is a Tribute of Humility due 


from us ignorant Creatures to our MAKER, to truſt in him, 
and to acquieſce, without murmuring, in all his Decrees 


and Diſpoſals. What Merit, indeed, have we, if we only 


5 believe Truths, which come within the Limits of our 
Comprehenſion, and ſtrike our Senſes ſo forcibly, that, 


without doing Violence to our Underſtandings, we can- 
not poſſibly refuſe our Conſent to them? Let us call to 
Mind the Words of our SAVIOUR, which he ſpake to 


the unbelieving Thomas, „Thomas, becauſe thou haſt 
ſeen me thou haſt believed - bleſſed are thoſe who have 


not ſeen and yet have believed.” Why ſhould any think 


that they alone are to be exempt from the common 


Blindneſs of Human Nature? Why will they not be 


content to walk by Faith, and not by Sight, ſince that 


Sight, which they ſo much value, extends ſo very little 


: a Way? But why has not Providence given them a 
clearer Sight and greater Powers in every Reſpect ? No 
doubt, beats their preſent Powers, if they would but 


be 
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be contented, are more adapted to their Situation in this 


World, and more conducive to their Happineſs; thus the 


Sun, being now placed at a proper Diſtance, warms every 


Particle of Nature, revives and invigorates the Bodies of 


Plants, Animals, and Men; but if Gop permitted amuch 


nearer Approach of that Planet, the « Elements would 
melt with fervent heat; the * alſo, and all chat is 


therein, would be burnt up.“ 


A STRICTLY pious Man, one devoted to the Service of 
Gop, and hoping for Redemption through the Merits of | 
his bleſſed Sox, inſtead of cavilling at the Myſteries of 
the Deity, and preſuming to ſearch into Secrets which 


pPaſs all Underſtanding, would, in the Humility of his 


Heart, exclaim with the Pſalmiſt, « Such Knowledge i is 
too > wonderful and excellent for me, I cannot attain unto. 
There is another great Error which prevails the 


| e the Nature of worldly Knowledge with the 


Knowledge of Religion: Men do not conſider that it 


is not the ſame with the Doctrine of Chriſtianity as with 


common Arts and Sciences, which depend upon Human 


Invention, and are conſequently capable of daily Im- 
provements; : for the Mind of Man, not having an intui- 5 
tive Knowledge, but proceeding by ſlow Degrees, infers 
one Thing from another, and thus, Day by Day, makes 


new 


Cw] 
new Diſcoveries. But it 15 quite otherwiſe with Chriſ- 
tianity ; for that, depending ſolely upon Divine. Reve- 
lation, can admit of no new Diſcoveries. Time may 
obſcure it, and the arrogant and licentions Wit of Man 
may perplex and confound it with its Inventions, but 
can never diſcover any Thing new, or bring to Light 
any Truth which did not exiſt from the Beginning. 
The Conſequence is, that he that talks of the clearer 
Light of the latter Times, and clearer Diſcoveries in 
Religion, makes as abſurd Aſſertions, as if he ſhould 
affirm that he could diſtinguiſh an Object at a Diſtance 
better than thoſe could who ſtood cloſe to that Object. 
TukRk is no Truth leſs controvertible, than that a 
Deference ought to be paid to the different Changes of 
Manners in different Times; that the ſame Degree of 
Church Diſcipline, which was neceſſary and proper in 
the Days of TERTULLIAN and JusTIN MARTYR, is nei- 
ther proper or practicable in the preſent; that Auſterity, 
which uſually, and perhaps neceſſarily, attends novel Eſ- _ 
tabliſhments, muſt and ought to be laid aſide, when a Faith 
has acquired Strength and Reſpectability from the Con- 
viction of Ages. Is it not to be eſteemed the greateſt of 
Bleſſings in this Kingdom, that the Characteriſtics of i its 


I E ccleſaſtical as well as its political Government, are 
nf 1 8 Mildneſs 
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. Mildneſs and Liberality But whenever the Torrent of 


the Times is too rapid, ought we not to have Strength 


of Mind enough to bear up againſt it? Ought we not to 8 


have Confidence enough to oppoſe the Impetuoſity of 
any erroneous and prevailing Opinions? Ought we not 
to teach others to diſcern the true Images of Things, 
through thoſe thick Miſts, which Speculators caſt around 
them? Ought we not to endeavour to ſtem the Torrent 
of popular Error, not by Perſecution but Mildneſs—not 


by Fear but Perſuaſion ? Far be it from the Miniſters of 
eceſlary Reftraints on the - 


the Goſpel to impoſe any unn 
Minds of the People. Let them exerciſe their Reaſon 
to its fulleſt Extent ; but let them be content with thoſe 


Bounds, which Gop, not Man, has ſet to it: Let them 


(as it is their Duty to do) thoroughly inveſtigate the 


Truths of their Religion, for the more its Tenets are 
ſearched into, the more excellent it will appear; but let 


us, at the ſame Time, exhort them, not arrogantly to at 
tempt to fathom the Depth of Infinite Wiſdom, and to 
ſoar to an Height which no Human Powers can ever 


reach: Let us tell them, that, in attempting to account 


for every Thing, and to trace out the whole Scheme of 
God's providential Operations, they aſſume a Taſk that 


vain. 


is far above their 1 and diſquiet themſelves in 


| 


6 
vain, Let it be eſpecially conſidered, of how much 
greater Value is the Honor of our Religion than perfonal 
Reputation, and how intimately that Honor is con- 
cerned in the peaceable and obedient 'Femper of thoſe 
who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians; and ſurely a due 
Senſe of theſe Things will have ſuch a Weight-upon 
thoſe who are ſincere in their Profeſſions, as to depreſs 
idle Fancies and an ambitious, Thirſt for vain Glory. 

Ir we examine the Doctrines the Chriſtian Religion, 
we ſhall find, in ey are plain and eaſy. 
Truths, inteMigible to all: Firſt— The Creation of the 
World; —Secondly— That, in conſequence of the Sins 
of that World, Gop ſent his beloved Son to be the In- 
ſtructor and Saviour of Mankind, and that he will, at 
the laſt Day, judge the World in Righteouſneſs. Theſe, 
which are the peculiar Principles of the Goſpel, have 
nothing abſtruſe or myſterious in them, but are ex- 
preſſed in the moſt eaſy and obvious Terms. If you ſay 
that you cannot account for the Manner of God's cre- 
| ating the World, the Manner in which he exiſts every : 
where, of the general Reſurrection, and the Redemption 
of Mankind, I anſwer It is no Part of your Religion 
that you ſhould.” Theſe are the ſecret Things which 
belong unto the LoRD your Go, theſe are the Objects 9 
My WOW Se 
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1 5 your Faith: the moral Part is applied t to your laber 
ſtandings, and is the: Object of your Practice; as it is 


faid © The Things which are revealed belong to you and 
to your Children for ever, to do all the Words of this 
Law.” Here, then, is the Line drawn, which no Mor- 


tal can pals! Let not any of us, then, vainly preſume 


gur own Superiority, and fit down in the Seat of 


Reaſon 
Senſes, and loſe the Hm fe 
Mind and Religious Contentmenti Let 8 yes 4 
that Wiſdom, which is at beſt but Fooliſhneſs i in the 


into the ſecret Receſ 


4 


Sight of Gop—if we do glory, let us glory in the Lox D. 


Lr us, upon the Evidences we have, which are very 
numerous and inconteſtable, and of the utmoſt Force - 
with every conſiderate Mind—let us, upon the Evi- 


dences we have of the unerring Wiſdom, inflexible 


Juſtice, and moſt perfect Goodneſs of the Great Author 
and Governor of the Univerſe, acquieſce, without mur- 


5 muring, in all his Diſpoſals; and entertain a proper 


Opinion of all the Methods of his Providence. Let us . 


do our Part, which we plainly underſtand; and let us 
truſt in Gop that He will do His, though it exceeds the 
Strength of Human Wiſdom to comprehend the Length 


And 


: =... 
and Breadth, Height and Depth of that Wiſdom and 


Mercy, which he has manifeſted to the World ys 5 


his Son Jzsus CHRIST our Lord: ; 

Io whom, with the FarHER and the Hol x Guosr; 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honor, Grace, Power, 
Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, here and hoqgaſter, 
World without End. | | | 
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